
Year 1 Writing Genres      

 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

       

Reasons for 

choice of text 

(rationale) 

 
The picture books 
in Year 1 offer 
deeper 
exploration of 
emotions and 
wonder. They are 
mainly rooted in 
the everyday  

  

Familiar texts to 

enable dictation 

Repetitive language 

Builds upon 

previous experience 

of fairy tales 

Opportunities to 

sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives 

Familiar texts with 

repetition 

 

Includes simple 

sentences to 

sequence 

 

Familiar author 

(Julia Donaldson – 

read in Nursery) 

 

 

Text with 

repetition and a 

short narrative to 

build on prior texts 

 

Story from 

another culture 

Following a visit 

to wildlife park 

 

 

Repetition 

 

 

Relates to 

children own 

experiences 

 

Longer 

narrative to 

build on 

previous 

learning 

 

 

 

Simple narrative, 

some elements of 

fantasy to build 

upon 

 

Children can start 

to create their own 

short narratives, 

changing one 

particular aspect 

 

 

TEXTS 

Traditional Tales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repetition and Rhyme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Genres  

(writing 

outcome) 

Short narrative 

(retell) with 

repetition 

  

 

 

Orally rehearse 

using familiar words 

and 

phrases/patterns 

Sequence sentences 

Talk for writing  

Focus on dictation 

Short narrative 

 

Simple retell 

 

 

 

Orally rehearse using 

familiar words and 

phrases/patterns 

Sequence sentences 

Talk for writing  

Focus on dictation 

 

 

 

 

 

Short narrative  

 

 

 

 

 

Orally rehearse 

using familiar words 

and 

phrases/patterns 

Sequence sentences 

Talk for writing  

Focus on dictation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postcard 

Simple fact file 

Recount (trip to 

park) 

Short 

narrative-– 

change one 

element 

Short narrative –  

Change one element 

Extracts 

/supplementary 

texts 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

 

Little Red Riding 

Hood 

We’re going a bear 

hunt 

Superworm 

Room on the Broom 

 

 

Handa’s Surprising 

Day 

Anansi the Spider 

Catch That Chicken 

Meesha Makes 

Friends 

 

Rosie’s Walk 

 

 

 

Hook day       



Poetry 

 

(see separate 

poem list) 

Listen to a range of 

poems 

 

Traditional rhymes 

 

Simple acrostic 

(Harvest) 

Listen to a range of 

poems 

 

Traditional rhymes 

Listen to a range of 

poems 

 

Learn a poem by 

heart 

Listen to a range 

of poems 

 

Traditional 

rhymes 

Listen to a 

range of poems 

 

Traditional 

rhymes 

Listen to a range of 

poems 

 

Learn a poem to 

perform 

 

 


