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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 





 Learning Opportunities


Expectations will be modelled from the beginning of the year and throughout. All adults will model these and praise their use within the setting.


Children to select their own resources and activity, and manage their own needs, with encouragement of staff– “What is that you are doing/making?” This will develop their own independence and develop their own interests and choices. Children will choose their own snack, drink, independently put straws in their milk at snack time and use the toilet independently, or with help/guidance especially during toilet/potty training periods.


Building positive friendships and relationships with peers and adults and their key worker. 


Children will be in play and supported by staff in elaborating their play, adults will demonstrate kind behaviour to others, and support children in their interactions with others. 


Children will be striving to become confident in their daily routines and will be transitioning up to nursery where they will meet their new teaching staff, and peers.


Supporting children with their feelings and emotions and helping children to manage them using strategies that can be supported at home and within the setting, using talking and calm demeanour to aid this.


Resources will be used to support children’s interest and support in child led initiative. 


Develop an awareness of others feelings and needs. Adult will support sharing and model how to resolve a conflict. Positive, effective, play and co-operation will be always modelled by adults, and children will be supported in this, particularly those new to the setting. 


Encourage sharing and understanding of why it is important, and discuss feelings and emotions, this can be done in the ‘moment’ or with the aid of discussion in circle time and books. 


Sustain interest within their activities for a period through guidance and facilitation from staff and enhance provision accordingly considering each child’s interests, age and preferences.


 Praise and promote good behaviour within the setting, rewarding good behaviour with incentives.


Staff to support Parents and new Children to settle and offer support and reassurance to the Parents on the well-being of their child, giving verbal information on collection and using the Famly app to also keep parents updated.














Sense of self/Making relationships/Understanding emotions


Find ways to calm themselves, through being calmed and comforted by their key person.


Establish their sense of self, and others around them and asserting their likes and dislikes.


Express preferences and decisions. They also try new things and start establishing their autonomy.


Engage with others through gesture gaze and talk.


Use that engagement to achieve a goal. For example, gesture towards their cup to say they want a drink.


Find ways of managing transitions, for example from their parent to their key person, and transitions throughout their day.


Thrive as they develop self-assurance.


Look back as they crawl or walk away from their key person. Look for clues about how to respond to something interesting.


Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children, because they know their key person is nearby and available.


Start to show preferences and interests, and become aware of their own abilities.


Feel confident and secure enough to express a range of emotions.


Grow in independence, rejecting help (“me do it”). Sometimes this leads to feelings of frustration and tantrums.


Begin to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse to grab what they want or push their way to the front.


Is gradually learning that actions have consequences.


Develop friendships with other children.


Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories.


Are talking about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad because……” or “ I love it when….”.











Communication and Language  
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Listening, Attention & Understanding and Speaking


Copy what adults do, taking ‘turns’ in conversations (through babbling) and activities.


Enjoy singing, music and toys that make sounds.


Use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate.


Understand simple instructions like “give to mummy” or “stop”.


Can become frustrated when they can’t make themselves understood.


Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.


Start to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic. Develop pretend play: ‘putting baby to sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops.


Identifies action words by following simple instructions.


Beginning to understand more complex sentences.


Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of pictures, props and puppets.


Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described: for example: ‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’.


Understand and act on longer sentences like ‘make teddy jump’, or ‘find your coat’.


Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’)


Use intonation, pitch and changing volume when ‘talking’.


Copy your gestures and words and learns new words rapidly.


Listens to other people’s talk with interest but can be easily distracted by other things.


Copies familiar expressions.





 Learning Opportunities





Children will be provided with a rich Language environment, a topic story, books that support the topic, a story of the children’s choice at the end of the day or singing, and books will always be available around the room for children to access or for adults to share with the children during provision.


Photo albums of the children will always be available to open dialect with each child and giving opportunities for memory recall and discussion of activities and learning.


All books will be age and stage appropriate.


Children will be supported with their listening skills by adults who will use clear language and grammar, and children will be encouraged to share the books with staff and comment on pictures and ask simple questions to engage the children’s imagination.


Vocabulary will be extended and explored using repeated phrases in books and rhymes. 


 Children will be encouraged to talk about stories, their feelings and everyday life and family etc, books and props will be used to support this.


Discussions about transport and holiday destinations will be supported by small world, role play and texts to aid understanding and imaginary play.


Books and Nursery rhymes are planned carefully for the topic, other books supporting the topic will be available, and generic books that may support the child’s individual interests will be present within the setting for the child to access independently or share with an adult.


Small world play and role play will help to support language and staff will label things as they are playing and talking with the children, letting the child take the lead.


Help children to focus their attention by using their name, and eye contact.


Staff will use gestures, pointing to help with children’s understanding and listening and attention.


Makaton will be used to aid language skills and understanding for all children as well as those not using speech to communicate.


Staff will listen attentively and patiently to children talking and will not say words for them or correct mispronunciation, and not ask too many questions, to encourage speaking.


Staff will give children plenty of time to process information and time to reply.


Books, props, and puppets will be used to extend conversations with children and build their vocabulary, based on personal experiences.


Staff will allow time to follow the children’s lead and have fun together while developing vocabulary during play.








Physical Development 
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                                   Learning Opportunities


Children will have access every day in all weathers to outside play, large play equipment and the mud kitchen, and opportunities for new experiences.


Provide opportunities to choose food and feed themselves.


Promote independence during snack time by encouraging the children to put straws in their own milk and choose their own fruit.


Children will be encouraged to make personal decisions and offered real choices.


Staff will encourage good eating habits and behaviours, such as sharing and waiting, and taking turns and discussion of healthy foods.


Children will be provided with resources to enable them to tear, make marks and print on paper using a variety of resources for them to experiment with.


Provide material and equipment that support physical development, for both large and small motor skills.


Outdoor provision will be provided throughout the day and during continuous provision, in all weather using waterproofs and wellies.


Bikes, scooters, cars, sand, mud kitchen, tunnel, small cars, sensory shed, water play, and removable large blocks will be always available outdoors.


Staff will join in with children’s movement play when invited and if it is appropriate, they will then demonstrate different ways of moving and engaging with the resources.


Opportunities for writing on multiple platforms and materials to develop fine motor skills.


Provide craft activities like play dough, paint, finger painting, shaving foam, gloop and real materials for sensory experience, using scissors, spoons, brushes etc to promote finger grasping.


Children will be encouraged to try a range of foods as they become independent eaters.


Structured weekly activities to develop physical skills such as gross and fine motor movements, coordination, strength, and balance using Dough Disco, Squiggle, active nursery rhymes, outdoor provision and Bee Active


Children will take part in Bee Active sessions once a week, for gross and fine motor skills, and negotiating space, movement, and special awareness.   


Children becoming more independent in putting on their own wellies, shoes and coats     


Assisting with putting on their own sun cream.    














PD – Moving and handling/ Health and self care


Enjoy moving when outdoors and inside.


Gradually gain control of their whole body through continual practice of large movements, such as waving, kicking, rolling, crawling and walking.


Clap and stamp to music.


Fit themselves into spaces, like tunnels, dens and large boxes, and move around in them.


Enjoy starting to kick, throw and catch balls.


Build independently with a range of appropriate resources.


Walk, run, jump and climb – and start to use the stairs independently.


Spin, roll and independently use ropes and swings.


Sit on a push-along wheeled toy, use a scooter or ride a tricycle.


Develop manipulation and control.


Explore different materials and tools.


Use gross and fine motor skills to do things independently, for example manage buttons and zips, and pour drinks.


Show an increasing desire to be independent, such as wanting to feed themselves and dress or undress.


Learn to use the toilet with help, and then independently when the child is ready.


Develop their own likes and dislikes in food and drink.


Start to communicate when their nappy soiled or wet.


Feeds self with increasing need to be in control.


May seek comfort with familiar adult when they feel the need.





Literacy 





Seaside journeys - Summer 2








                                  Learning Opportunities


Provide enticing areas for sharing books, stocked with a wide range of high-quality books, matching the many different interests of children in the setting, including a photo album to engage the children’s imagination and open dialogue about themselves and their peers.


Provide a comfortable place for sharing books, and take them outside to share in tents, or on a picnic rug weather permitting.


Providing large-scale sensory play, such as sand, gloop, shaving foam, cloud dough, etc to encourage mark making, as well as using natural items of food such as rice, oats, soil ton demonstrate anything can be used to make marks.


Developing gross motor movements through Squiggle, playdough, to promote muscle strength within the children’s hands and fingers which can encourage the exploration of the child’s dominant hand and enhance mark making.


Display print with different functions, and daily routines.


Using chalk, brushes, pencils, and crayons to develop small-muscle coordination, and develop muscle for fine motor skills such as writing.


Linking activities to favourite books, to promote child’s interests and to promote role-play, facilitating this where possible with props to promote imagination.


Providing small world play linked to books, topics, songs and rhymes, and children’s own interests, particularly for new children to help with settling into the setting.


Song and rhyme times to happen spontaneously throughout the day, indoors and outdoors, in small groups and pairs and with individual children.


Children can access musical instruments independently.


Books and puppets are provided in a comfortable and quiet area, to engage in alone or with an adult.


Sharing with parents the books and songs being discovered in the setting to support learning at home and home-school link.


Child initiated activities to promote freedom of choice and Adult facilitated play, helping children to engage in their imaginations.


Puppets and props to help with understanding of stories and rhymes.


Providing topic books that the children can relate to about travel, and holiday destinations, providing linked experiences within the setting











Comprehension/Word Reading/Writing


Enjoy songs and rhymes, tuning in and paying attention.


Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo.


Say some of the words in songs and rhymes.


Copy finger movements and other gestures.


Sing songs and say rhymes independently, for example, singing whilst playing.


Enjoy sharing books with an adult.


Pay attention and responds to the pictures or the words.


Have favourite books and seeks them out, to share with an adult, with another child, or to look at alone.


Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.


Ask questions about the book.


Makes comments and shares their own ideas.


Develop play around favourite stories using props.


Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or door number, or a familiar logo.


Enjoy drawing freely.


Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to, for example: “That says Mummy”.


Make marks on their picture to stand for their name.


Have some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or jingles.


May fill in the missing word of a known rhyme or story.


 





Mathematics 
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 Learning Opportunities





Pots and pans, boxes, and objects to put in them, shape sorters.


Stacking cups: hiding one, building them into a tower, nesting them and lining them up.


Hiding objects ie; in shredded paper and seeing how many can be found.


Using all available opportunities for finger play and counting.


Sing finger rhymes which involve hiding and returning, like ‘Two little dicky birds, and ‘3 little men in a flying saucer’’ Counting up 1-3 in rhymes using props to help understanding, or even using the children to count and involving them in a rhyme adding up to 3.


Offer repeated experiences with the counting sequence in meaningful and varied contexts, outside and indoors.


Help children to match their counting words with objects.


Use counting in everyday language, such as putting on coats, wellies, gloves, and hats.


Asking the children to get you 1,2 or 3 objects during provision.


Counting rhymes, using objects or puppets, fingers, our bodies to represent numbers/amount.


Displaying numbers 1-3 in different forms such as spots, lines, fingers, and objects to represent the number within the environment for children to become familiar with different representations of numbers.


Counting the children incorporated into nursery rhymes to help them to understand different things can represent number/amounts, and size, lots, more and the same.


Different representations of numbers in the environment to cement knowledge.


Share stories and songs that contain repeated elements which helps children to anticipate what may come next.


Provide different shaped objects like vegetables, wooden pegs, spoons, pans, corks, cones balls, demonstrating that anything can represent numbers and quantity.


Adult led activities encouraging counting, taking items away and adding items to the group challenging children’s observation and number recollection.





Number and Numerical patterns








Combine objects like stacking blocks and cups. Put objects inside others and take them out again.


Take part in finger rhymes with numbers.


React to changes of amount in a group of up to three items.


Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.


Counting-like behaviour, such as making sounds, pointing or saying some numbers in sequence.


Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers – ‘1-2-3-5.’


Climb and squeezing selves into different types of spaces.


Build with a range of resources.


Complete inset puzzles.


Compare sizes, weights etc, using gesture and language – ‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’.


Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns.


Shows an interest in size and weight.


Joins in with and predicts what will come next in a story or rhyme.














 

















Understanding the World 
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Technology/ People & Communities/The World


Repeat actions that have an effect.


Explore materials with different properties.


Explore natural materials, indoors and outdoors.


Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips.


Make connections between the features of their family and other families.


Notices differences between people.


Enjoy stories about people and nature.


Has a sense of own immediate family, relations, and pets.


Imitates everyday actions and events from own family and cultural background in pretend play.





 Learning Opportunities





 Encourage exploration of the natural world, eg: standing in the rain in wellies, walking through tall grass, splashing in puddles, looking for worms and mini beasts.


 Encourage children’s curiosity, appreciation, and respect for living things.


Encourage children to explore natural materials, such as leaves and conkers picked up from the pavements, on the field or in the forest school.


Encourage children to bring natural items into the setting from outside and have discussions on a 1:1 basis or with the group about the item and where it was from, colour and what it could be used for.


Using small world play to develop knowledge of families and everyday life, differences between people and jobs, and encourage imagination.


Talk to children about their friends and families and why they are important.


Bring natural things into the environment for the children to explore and use to support their imagination and learning.


Taking the children on nature walks to collects natural materials for exploration and imaginary play in the setting and for outdoor play.


Discussion about holidays, travel and transport


Role play based around travel and holidays, supported by texts and small world play. 




















Expressive Arts and Design 
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 Learning Opportunities








Providing musical instruments and doing singing and action rhymes, planned and spontaneously.


Encourage children to experiment with different ways of playing instruments, e.g.: using ‘found objects’, using a plastic bottle and rice, or running a twig along the fence.


Ensuring that the environment includes objects and materials with different patterns, colours, tones and textures for children to explore.


Provide materials for mark making, and different materials for making marks in different ways, indoors and outdoors.


Using different resources and materials for sensory exploration, e.g.: Gloop, playdough, placing hands and feet in paint, playing in the mud kitchen, or using a stick in mud, using food and natural resources that maybe familiar to the child, and ones they may never have experienced before.


Providing iPads for the children to use, or LCD writing pads.


Introduce colour into play and craft.


Creating pictures of their own interests or family, and giving meaning to their marks, which is noted by an adult.


Choosing their own resources for mark making and engaging their imaginations to extend their ideas by facilitating using ‘painting hands’ or ‘painting feet’. 


Songs and action rhymes about children’s own interests, traditional rhymes and even made- up rhymes getting the children to join in and elaborate on the details of the rhymes, silly rhymes, and funny rhymes.


Create a sensory rich environment.


Provide materials of different textures for the children to inspire exploration.


Singing songs based around travel and holidays ie; ‘The wheels on the bus’. 


 Instruments made from resources within the setting used for music time.








Creating with Materials & Being Imaginative& Expressive


Show attention and interest to sounds and music.


Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes.


Move and dance to music.


Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and songs like ‘Peepo’.


Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds.


Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds.


Make rhythmical repetitive sounds.


Explore a range of sound-makers and instruments and play them in different ways.


Notice patterns with strong contrasts and be attracted by patterns resembling the human face.


Start to make marks intentionally.


Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools.


Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make.


Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’.


Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden block to their ear and pretends it’s a phone.


Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them. Manipulate and play with different material.


Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.


























