
Y5 Spr1 History: What makes a successful empire? 

Vocabulary and key terms 

Caliph The Muslim leader of a caliphate. 

Caliphate 
A political-religious form of government of 

Trade 
Swapping of goods for other goods or 

Import 
Goods that a country receives from anoth-

Export 
Goods that a country sends to another 

Culture 
Ideas, arts and social features of a coun-

Silk Road 
A network of trade routes linking China to 
the Middle East and Europe, first used to 

Colony 
A territory under the control of another 

Empire 
A group of territories or peoples under 

Dynasty 
A succession of rulers of a country or a 
civilisation. 

Calligraphy Decorative handwritten lettering. 

Scholar 
A person dedicated to learning, often at a 

Islam 
The religion practiced by the Muslims in 
the Caliphate. 


