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Inspection of Langdale Primary School 
Langdale Road, Clayton, Newcastle, Staffordshire ST5 3QE 

 
 
 
Inspection dates: 9 and 10 July 2024 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Good 

The quality of education Good 

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding 

Personal development Outstanding 

Leadership and management Good 

Early years provision Outstanding 

Previous inspection grade 
Not previously inspected under section 5 
of the Education Act 2005  

 
The headteacher of this school is Mrs Nicola Cartwright. This school is part of The 
Creative Learning Partnership Trust, which means other people in the trust also have 
responsibility for running the school. The trust is run by the chief executive officer, 
Mr Samuel Compton, and overseen by a board of trustees, chaired by Mr Robert 
Owen.  
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils and staff are exceptionally proud to be ‘part’ of Langdale Primary School. 
Pride, ambition, resilience and togetherness shine through all that happens in the 
school. Parents and carers add their voice to this love of, and pride in, the school. 
They rightly say that staff go above and beyond to help every child thrive. 
 
Pupils feel valued and listened to. They meet the high expectations that leaders and 
staff set for them. An aura of calm and purpose helps pupils to champion learning 
and achieve well. Pupils take on a range of responsibilities with a mature attitude. 
They are grateful for the many, varied opportunities that they are given.  
 
Pupils, from the very youngest two-year-olds to those who are about to move to 
secondary school, show interest in and respect for each other and visitors to the 
school. They do not see difference; they see an individual. They do not see difficulty 
because ‘friends and teachers help us’. 
 
From wood to water and culture to careers, pupils develop understanding and 
appreciation across a range of matters. Whether this is being responsible for the 
environment, learning to swim, speaking different languages or learning what doors 
may open to the future, pupils seize each activity with open arms. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders in all their guises are dedicated to ensuring all pupils achieve to the very 
best of their ability. In the recent past, there were a few aspects of pupils’ progress 
in reading and mathematics, at the end of key stage 2, that were not as strong as 
they should have been. However, this is no longer the case. Pupils across every year 
group are achieving well. The trust and the school have worked in tandem, with 
determination and success, to address the circumstances, including mobility and 
additional needs, which resulted in a dip in some aspects of a few subjects. 
 
This strong and united leadership is instrumental in establishing a curriculum that 
sits around key concepts for each subject. Staff know these and use them well to 
deliver lessons. Pupils also know these and use them effectively to remember and 
recall their learning. Sharing conversations with pupils is like turning the pages of a 
book as they reveal their learning to you. Nothing is out of bounds. The circulatory 
system, the solar system and the Roman bathing system are all discussed to a depth 
and detail that is impressive. 
 
Attention to detail is the hallmark of this school. Swift identification of additional 
needs, coupled with targeted, bespoke and expert support help every pupil to be 
part of a learning community. Pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) achieve equally as well as their peers.  
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Feeling success as an individual and as a learner begins in the early years. Patience, 
perseverance and practice are seen in both the staff and the children. The two-year-
olds learn to be ‘little learners’. They build, climb, slide and hide in a playful manner. 
The three- and four-year-olds build on these learning habits. They develop control of 
their words, their actions and their mark-making. You could easily follow one of their 
maps to the beach and note the trees, the animals and the people as you went. By 
the time they reach Reception, children recognise sounds, and read and write words 
and sentences. They count their pennies to buy an ice cream and can get 
themselves changed for swimming with minimal help. Children leave the early years 
more than ready for the learning and challenges ahead in Year 1. 
 
Leaders say the early years is where the magic of Langdale begins. They are right. 
Subject leaders know what the learning of the youngest children looks and sounds 
like for their curriculum area. They keep a close eye on their subject across the year 
groups. The regular ‘retrieve and review’ strategy helps pupils to remember their 
learning. However, leaders do not always use what they know from their monitoring 
well enough. This means that there are times when pupils’ learning could have been 
deepened further but was not. 
 
Every year group is ready to face what comes next. Whether this is taking on 
additional responsibilities or using what they have learned to extend their learning, 
pupils are highly motivated. They see the importance of reading across all areas of 
their learning. The youngest children get a great start to developing a love of books. 
Sharing stories and singing rhymes are a regular part of every day. This moves 
quickly into learning the letters and sounds that build words and sentences. By the 
end of Year 1, nearly all pupils are reading fluently. For the very few who are not, 
rapid support is wrapped around them with success. Older pupils continue to enjoy 
the sharing of a story, sometimes on their own or in the company of a friend or their 
teacher. They say, ‘Reading is important for jobs, for life, but also to relax into a 
world of imagination.’ 
 
Deepening imagination and broadening experiences are something the school does 
exceptionally well. Learning to control moveable construction models, designing and 
creating Jamaican burgers or dancing in a range of different styles are just a few of 
the many offerings. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ On occasions, the school does not use information from subject monitoring well 

enough. This means that the school does not consistently know the full impact of 
the curriculum across subjects. The school should ensure that approaches to 
monitoring are further developed so that any required adaptations to the 
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curriculum are identified and made so that all pupils are challenged and able to 
fully show what they know. 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need 
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a 
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the 
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at 
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care) 
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).  
 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 148517 

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10337825 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 2 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 439 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Robert Owen 

Headteacher Nicola Cartwright 

Website www.langdaleprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ Since the previous inspection, Langdale Primary School has become part of The 

Creative Learning Partnership Trust, a multi-academy trust. It converted to 
become an academy in April 2021. 

◼ The school operates a before- and after-school club each day that is run by the 
school.  

◼ The school ‘Little Learners’ has provision for two-year-olds.  

◼ The school does not use alternative provision. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
◼ Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s 

education provision.  
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◼ This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.  

◼ Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher and other leaders.  

◼ The lead inspector met with the trust’s chief executive officer, the chair of the 
trust board, plus two trustees. They also met separately with the chair and vice-
chair of the local governing body. 

◼ The inspectors carried out deep dives in early reading, English, mathematics, 
geography and physical education. Inspection activities in these subjects included 
lesson visits, discussions with staff and pupils, meetings with subject leaders, and 
work scrutiny. Inspectors also listened to pupils reading.  

◼ To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single 
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and 
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive 
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.  

◼ Inspectors reviewed a range of school documents relating to the work of the 
school.  

◼ Inspectors spoke to leaders and staff about the wider work of the school.  

◼ Inspectors took into account the views of parents, including reviewing the 
responses to Ofsted Parent View. Inspectors reviewed the staff survey. 

◼ Inspectors held informal and formal discussions with pupils and observed 
lunchtime.  

Inspection team 

 

Kirsty Foulkes, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Rob Johnstone Ofsted Inspector 

Alexandra Beardmore Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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