Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Staff: Child ratios

Staffing arrangements must meet the needs of all children and ensure their safety
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Langdale Primary School  

5.1 Staffing
Policy statement

We provide the minimum staffing ratio in line with the Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) to ensure that children have sufficient individual attention and to guarantee care and education of a high quality (p. 1). Our staff are appropriately qualified and we carry out checks for enhanced criminal records and barred list checks through the Disclosure and Barring Service in accordance with statutory requirements 
Procedures
· Statutory Ratios: We continue to follow the statutory minimum ratios as set out in the EYFS framework, including the 1:13 ratio for children aged three and over where a qualified teacher or equivalent Level 6 staff member is working directly with children.
· Paediatric First Aid (PFA) is Mandatory for All in Ratios:
· From September 2025, students on long-term placements (aged 17+), volunteers (aged 17+), and apprentices (aged 16+) can only be included in the statutory staff-to-child ratios if they hold a current and valid PFA certificate.

· Staff who do not have PFA training must be supernumerary (extra to the required ratios).

· A staff member with a current, full PFA certificate must be present in the room and available during all meal and snack times, in line with new guidance on child safety.

· Experience-Based Route (EBR): Staff without a formal Level 3 qualification may be counted at Level 3 ratios if they meet strict eligibility criteria, successfully complete the DfE's experience-based assessment process, and hold a valid PFA qualification.

· Adequate Supervision: Our EY Lead deploys our staff, students, and volunteers to give adequate supervision of indoor and outdoor areas. The 2025 framework clarifies that "adequate supervision" while children are eating means that children must be within sight and hearing of an adult at all times.

· Staff Conduct: Our staff, students and volunteers inform their colleagues if they have to leave their area, tell colleagues where they are going, and focus their attention on children at all times.
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